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Crabapples 
10T1E JASPERSE 
I can never sit still 
in the autumn, 
when careless trees scatter 
closely guarded secrets 
to the ground; 
and branches bow low 
under dusters of curved 
crabapples that juice yellow 
between 
my sneakers and the pavement. 
Leaves weave under, 
around and in between 
cars parked 
on the edges of the slanted sidewalk. 
I try not to step on the cracks, 
and decide 
that maybe if the Earth was flat 
I would succeed. 
